
Pastor Chris M. Coursey

Address: PO Box 2376 East Peoria, IL. 61611 
Email: thrivingtoday@yahoo.com 

Website: www.thrivetoday.org
Phone: (309) 699-0171

Along with his wife Jennifer, Chris ministers, teaches and interacts with people who desire to reach their potential in Jesus 
Christ. Priorities include prayer ministry, discipleship, teaching and conference development among a variety of activities. 
Chris spends much of his time writing, studying and fostering relationships. Chris enjoys training churches, missionaries, 
leaders, groups and couples to be effective in their ministry, marriage and relationships. Chris’ latest adventure is enjoying 
his new son Matthew James. 

Ministry Experience

For twelve years Chris has ministered, taught and trained people all over the United States and abroad. Chris has been 
trained by internationally respected leaders in the field of Christian recovery and has trained believers to effectively reach 
their potential. Chris has been closely mentored for over 9 years by the internationally acclaimed author, speaker and pas-
tor, Dr. Jim Wilder (www.lifemodel.org). Chris has become a respected teacher on subjects that pertain to Christian commu-
nity, recovery and maturity. Chris spent his first seven years in ministry living in a redemptive community setting ministering 
to people with severe trauma. Chris’s training includes working with adults and children with PTSD, D.I.D., SRA, maturity 
related issues and a variety of personality disorders and problems that result from A and B Traumas. Chris is an ordained 
minister and member of the international Evangelical Church Alliance. Chris and Jen are members of New Life Christian 
Church in Morton, Illinois, under the care of Pastor Bob See and Pastor Dave Troyer. 

Education

M.B.I. Messianic Bible Institute – Yeshiva. Hampton, VA   2001 – 2007 Master of Theology.
Eastern Illinois University – 1995 – 1998 Bachelor of Arts.
Illinois Central Junior College – 1993 – 1995 Associate in Arts and Science.

Employment

Chris is a pastoral staff member for Shepherd’s House Ministry, 1559 East Howard St. Suite M3, Pasadena, CA 91104, 
626-794-3670. Under Shepherd’s House, Chris runs the THRIVE Conference, leads Maturity Retreats, trains and equips 
churches with character building skills and maturity. 

Speaking

Audio
Chris has three teaching CD’s available called Manna Volumes I, II and III from his time as a lead pastor over a 
small congregation called Manna Congregation. Chris used his Christian Seminary/Yeshiva experience to teach 
the Hebraic roots of the Christian faith. These Biblical lessons aim to help listeners experience Jesus Christ in 
fresh ways and are designed to encourage maturity that leads to wholeness. 
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Chris and Dr. Jim Wilder created the companion CD Share Immanuel: Taking Healing To The World for the 
Share Immanuel booklet where Chris provides a clear overview and introduction to the Share Immanuel pro-
cess while Wilder reports of results from parts of the world with severe trauma and then goes back to show how 
the Immanuel experience has always had a place in the hymns of the church.

Video
Chris was video recorded speaking at the International Center for Biblical Counseling School in Indianapolis, IN 
during Nov. 12 of 2007. Chris spoke on Maturity. (www.icbcinc.com)
Chris presented at International Center for Biblical Counseling in Sioux City, IA in 2006. Chris has video and au-
dio teachings available from his speaking on the subject of Maturity and the Abuse of Power. (www.icbcinc.com)
In 2006, Chris and his wife Jen released two training videos, one called, Steps to Joy on how to train one’s 
brain, build a group identity and worship the Lord through synchronized dancing. The other training video is 
called Sensible Strategies for Belonging. This is a 12 week study video designed to build joyful Christian 
community and produce maturity. Both videos are international resources. 

Writing

Articles
Chris has numerous articles that were published in Christian newsletters. Several of his writings are posted on 
the THRIVE Conference website (www.thrivetoday.org) as well as the Life Model website (www.lifemodel.org).
Chris published short articles in the Lake County Star under ‘Pastor’s Pen’ in Baldwin, Michigan. 
Chris has one article published in Promise, an international magazine in January 2004 on Bonds and Attach-
ments.
Chris’ work has appeared in Set Apart Ministries Newsletter in 2005 and other ministries around the world.  

Books
Chris co-authored a booklet with Dr. Jim Wilder called Share Immanuel that trains how to use the updated    
Immanuel healing process. 
Chris is currently authoring another book on the Share Immanuel process.   
Chris and his wife Jen have written three training workbooks called THRIVE Skill Guides. These manuals are 
the beginning steps toward creating a THRIVE training package for the church, as well as equipping those 
who come to THRIVE to take the skills home and train others. These workbooks are designed to enhance the 
THRIVE Conference Training. These Skill Guides are part of the THRIVE curriculum designed to help individu-
als and groups reach their potential in Jesus Christ. 
Chris is a contributor to the new Thriving - Recover Your Life program that will be a resource for churches and 
groups all over the world. For more information, visit www.thrivingrecovery.org.

Current Ministry

Chris speaks nationally and internationally on topics related to maturity, recovery and how to build healthy com-
munities with strong joyful families. 
Chris leads weekend maturity retreats for churches and ministries.
Chris and his wife Jen lead THRIVE Conferences throughout the year. These conferences are designed to 
teach people the 19 character skills that all successful ministries rely on to stay effective and resilient.  
Chris is a part time pastoral prayer minister who helps individuals and couples address life difficulties. Chris works 
out of his home office and specializes in helping leaders be effective in their ministry and fulfill their calling. 
Chris sits on the Executive Board of Directors for Trauma and Abuse Care Group International Society, an 
organization interested in helping survivors of severe abuse on an international scale.  
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Details of Ministry Calling

It was during an internship in college at a Christian counseling ministry where Chris first experienced God as a reality. 
Although he was raised in church from infancy, this internship changed his life. As he observed sessions where the minister 
would pray with clients, he watched as God ministered to the broken, desperate and needy. Jesus met each person in a 
personal way. Scripture came alive. He literally gave hope to the hopeless, strength to the weak, salvation to those who 
were lost. He brought deliverance and healing to those who were hurting and addicted.

Chris always had the strong desire to make a difference in the lives of other people, to make an impact in this broken world. 
The internship experience opened his eyes to the reality of God and the power of His Word. It was this time in his life where 
Chris felt God calling him into ministry and new life with Him. Chris began a journey to learn as much as possible about 
God’s Word, to search and study the Scriptures, learn from experienced mentors and glean all that he could glean from the 
resources in his life. 

As a child, Chris looked up to his pastor and admired his boldness to preach the Gospel. Chris respected this pastor’s confi-
dence in the God who saves. Chris’ mother tells him that when he was a young child, he would say, “I want to be a pastor...” 
Chris finds great joy serving the Lord and joining people as they draw closer to Him, read the Scriptures and reach their 
God-given potential. 

Chris now runs an international training conference called THRIVE under Shepherd’s House, Inc. Shepherd’s House is a 
not-for-profit religious organization founded in 1970 to provide Christian care and ministry training. In recent years Shep-
herd’s House has written their vision for ministry in a small book called The Life Model: Living From The Heart Jesus Gave 
You. The Life Model is intended to be way of life as well as a guide for ministry. A growing number of books, tapes, videos, 
conferences and training seminars use aspects of The Life Model. This book has been translated in several languages. The 
Life Model is used around the world for trauma treatment, addiction recovery, community development, church design, child 
rearing and Christian missions.

Shepherd’s House staff members teach and speak about building joy, recovering from trauma, attachments and return-
ing to joy from distress. Shepherd’s House trains counselors, pastors and hurting people at conferences internationally. 
Shepherd’s House website is www.lifemodel.org. Shepherd’s House is now working with organizations around the world to 
help God’s people recover and grow. Organizations such as Voice of the Martyrs and others use Shepherd’s House as a 
resource. More can be read on the story of Chris Coursey at www.thrivingrecovery.org. 


